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nection would carry all before them, and that
in the flood of change Cromwell and aU his works
would certainly be swept away. If Anne could
be got rid of, and the King married to Mistress
Seymour, jointly with the adoption of a moderate
policy of compromise with Rome and the Emperor,
all might be well, and Cromwell might retain the
helm, but either an uncompromising persistence
in the open Protestant defiance with probably
a French alliance against the Emperor, or, on
the other hand, an armed Catholic revolution
in England, subsidised from Flanders, would have
been inevitable ruin to Cromwell.
Anne, then, must be destroyed at any cost,
and the King be won to the side of the man who
would devise a means of doing it. But how ?
A repudiation or formal divorce on the ground
of invalidity would, of course, have been easy;
but it would have been too scandalous. It would
also have convicted the King of levity, and above
all have bastardised his second daughter, leaving
him with no child that the law of the realm regarded
as legitimate. Henry himself, as we have seen,
talked about his having been drawn into the mar-
riage by sorcery, and ardently desired to get rid
of his wife. His intercourse with Jane Seymour,
who was being cleverly coached by Anne's enemies
and Mary's friends, plainly indicated that marriage
was intended ; but it was the intriguing brain of
Cromwell that devised the only satisfactory way
in which the King's caprice and his own interests
could be served in the treatment of Anne. Appear-
ances must, at any cost, be saved for Henry. He
must not appear to blame, whatever happened.